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A View of PERSHORE, from Penſham hall. 
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FE RR 3 WM OH I 
So called, as ſome imagine, from the Shores of the Avon, 


and the Pear Trees which grow plentifully in this 
Neighbourhood. 


HE town gives name to one of the hundreds of the county ; is 

very pleaſantly fituated on the bank of the river Avon, and con- 
ſiſts principally of one handſome ſtreet. It is much improved and in- 
creaſed of late years, containing at preſent 377 families, and 1655 indi- 
viduals. The market day is Tueſday. There are three fairs in the 
year ; two of which are kept in the town, and one in the church-yard of 
Holy Croſs : the firſt is held on Tueſday in Eaſter week; the ſecond 
on the 26th of June; and the third on the Tueſday before All Saints. 


It had once a right of ſending members to parliament. In the 23d 
of Edw. 1ſt, William de Senecourt, and Henry de la Bryght, were re- 
turned. It is 102 meaſured miles from London, and 9 from Worceſter. 


Here was a famous abbey founded by Egelward, duke of Dorſet, 
about an hundred years before the conqueſt. Edward, the confeſſor, 
gave half the town of Perſhore to the abbot of Weſtminſter, which pro- 
bably he took from the abbey of Perſhore. Henry the third, Edward 
the ſecond, Henry the fifth, and many private perſons were conſiderable 
benefactors; all which donations were confirmed by Henry ſixth, in the 
3iſt year of his reign. 


In the year, 1287, an accidental fire reduced to aſhes the abbey, and 
almoſt all the town ; the former, however, ſoon recovered, and inſtead 
of being built with timber as before, was afterwards made of beautiful 
hewn ſtone. . 


The preſent church is part of the conventual one which belonged to 
monks of the order of St. Benedict; it is now from North to South 
about 87 feet, from Eaſt to Weſt about 100: The church of which this 
is only a part, extended towards the Weſt about go fect more, and had 
ſeveral chapels to the North and South, which are now deſtroyed. 
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A View of EVESHAM, from Bengworth lays. 
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EVESHAM; Or, EOVESHAM; 
So called from Eotes, a Swine Herd of St. Egwin. 


Sn” town may date its origin from the famous abbey, dedicated 
to the Virgin Mary, founded here about the year 709, by Egwin 
the third Biſhop of Worceſter, before which it was famous only as a 
place of ſolitude and retirement; the abbey grew ſo rapidly, that in 
714 it poſſeſſed many nianors and towns, from 941 to 960 the ſecular 
canons were in poſſeſſion: afterwards it became a mitred abbey, and 
poſſeſſed by the Benedictines: not long before the diſſolution of religi- 
ous houſes, it was one of the largeſt and moſt ately abbeys in the king- 
dom, comprehending within its limits two pariſh churches ; there be- 
longed to it 79 religious perſons and 63 ſervants. At the diſſolution 
it was valucd at 11331. 12s. gd. according to Dugdale; and according 
to Speed 12681. gs. 9d. a year. The arms were azure, a chain be- 
tween three mitres, argent. 


After the foundation of the abbey, the town grew in proportion, 
and two bailiffs governed it under the abbot in civil caſes ; King James 
the Firſt, at the requeſt of his ſon Prince Henry, granted a charter 
and incorporated the townſmen, by the ſtile of mayor, high ſteward, 
recorder, chamberlain, ſeven aldermen (of whom four are juſtices of 
the peace) twelve capital burgeſſes, and twenty-four aſſiſtants: they 
hold ſeſſions and try felonics aud treaſons : the town of Bengeworth is 
incorporated with Eveſham, and both conſtitute one borough. 


It returns two members to parliament, has a weekly market on Mon- 
day, and three fairs in the year; February the ſecond, Whit-Monday, 
and September the tenth ; it is 93 meaſured miles from London, and 
16 from Worceſter. 


The pariſh of All Saints, contains 233 families, and 1052 individuals. 
St. Lawrence contains 190 families and 796 individuals. 


The famous battle of Eveſham was fought, Auguſt 5, 1265, a little 
to the North of the town, where the power of Simon de Montfort and 


the barons was broke, and they totally defeated by Prince Edward, 
afterwards King Edward the Furſt. 


The town has ſome manufacture in ſtockings and woollen caps, but 
the chief trade is garden ſtuff, which they carry to very diſtant mark- 
ets, and the return in money to this town is ſuppoſed to be above 
10,0001. a year. | ; 


